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 Territorial Acknowledgment and Welcome – Jacob Armstrong 
 
Welcome to this shared service of St. Thomas Wesley and Knox United Churches.  
We are proud to be on the Affirming ministry journey.  
 
We are grateful to live on Treaty 6 Territory and the homeland of the Metis nation.   
We are all treaty people.   
 
Lighting the Christ Candle 
Creation is made of star-stuff.   
From the basic building blocks of the universe, come fire, air, earth, and water.   
All creation sings praise to the Creator. 
We welcome the Christ to brighten and ground our worship. 
May this spark of Divine Energy be a beacon of hope to all (Light the Candle) 
 
Let us pray:  
Spirit of life, leaves turn, the world turns, our lives turn,  
But we gather here this morning to be still, 
For a brief time, and dedicate this time to you. 
Let us feel you gathering us into the great love story of the universe, 
Reconciling us with our stories, with all our relations, 
That we may turn towards one another in communion and solidarity.  Amen.  

Hymn     MV 135     Called by Earth and Sky 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JV6uFtG8y4  

A Reading from Matthew 21:33-40  Karen Jensen 

Let the words of my mouth 
   and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable to you, 
   O God, my Guide and Loving Source. 

Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around 
it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JV6uFtG8y4


another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect 
his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 
way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 
inheritance.' So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the 
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?"  

Reflection      Vicki Obedkoff  

The Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah, is underway. May you taste the sweetness and 
freshness of new beginnings.  Christians celebrate Worldwide Communion Day, when 
normally we would be sipping the fruit of the vine in our Communion cups.  At least today‘s 
Gospel reading takes us to a vineyard. But it’s filled with sour grapes and violence, not sweet 
communion.  This parable needs much interpretation, yet begs a question: are we bad tenants 
of Earth, this sacred trust that God calls us to tend and befriend? From the way nature is 
rebelling and kicking back now, against our excesses and exploitation, we’re on the brink of 
being evicted!  

Brazilian liberation and eco-theologian Leonardo Boff calls us to Communion more commonly 
understood as solidarity. Solidarity means looking out for the interests of the ones at our 
sides, the vulnerable ones on the margins, the Earth which sustains us. Solidarity is 
profoundly ecological, respecting the living systems of Earth.  Boff says the pandemic is a call 
to change our relationship with nature and with Mother Earth, that is, to seek a new 
beginning, a new paradigm that allows us to remain alive in the Common Home.   

How are you doing today, as an Earth Creature, made from cosmic dust and Spirit, from 
dreams and love and hope?  Are the living systems in which you have your being, friendly? 
And how can you be friendly to what is life-giving? 

Boff lays out guiding principles for a friendly relationship with the living systems of Earth.  
Just like Moses laid out guiding principles – otherwise known as the Ten Commandments,  in 
the Hebrew scripture reading for today. Click on the link below if you are curious to read 
Boff’s article.   

Let’s commit to a friendly relationship with Earth. The good life, buen vivir, and co-existence, 
convivir, is profoundly ecological and profoundly in solidarity with family, community, 
nature, and the universe, with the ancestors and with Divinity.  Let’s make an ecological 
transition to live in networks of relationships, of reciprocity and solidarity, so that all can help 
each other to live and co-evolve.  The fall clean-up day in our King George neighborhood is 
one local example of neighbors coming together. Our own Karen Jensen arranged for those 
huge red bins on the Doukhobor parking lot into which an amazing amount of junk was 
chucked.  Even that annoying bulky mattress laying on the ground for months, no one 
knowing where it came from, got dragged away to the red bin. And remember the Riversdale 
clean-up that Tom Morgan and Sam Mark helped organize, ending up with delicious soup in 
the Lower Hall of St. Thomas Wesley? 



 Of course we need co-operation on the larger scales too, moving to renewable energy and 
practicing energy efficiency and creative stewardship. Take the Western Red Cedar, those 
ancient magnificent trees in Old Growth forests on the West Coast, now showing signs of 
distress. They are culturally significant to West Coast First Nations, who carve bentwood 
boxes and build canoes from red cedar. First Nations want to ensure that future generations 
can still carve and build with red cedar; will we act in solidarity with First Nations proposals 
for sustainable stewardship? 

On this Worldwide Day of Communion, let us take to heart a message from the Catholic 
leader, Pope Francis.  His encyclical “On the Care of the Common Home” calls for a “radical 
ecological conversion”.  Either we all get saved, or we all perish.  We need relationships of 
care which encompass all creatures and nature.  A society that supports all life with human-
spiritual values, such as love, solidarity, compassion, interdependence, fairness, respect, and 
care.   

Today’s parable tells us that God has entrusted the vineyards to us. If we squeeze the Good 
News out of even the toughest scriptures, we taste the abundance God desires for all to share: 
bread for the journey, and the wine of arrival.  What are we doing to do with the sweet grapes 
of the land, with the grains and the fruits of the land?  With the trust that has been bestowed 
on the evolving species we call human?  Let us ponder these things as we celebrate 
Worldwide Communion and solidarity with all beings, as we prepare for the coming Festival 
of Thanksgiving.  

Prayers of the People   

River of Life, Bread of Heaven, we come to drink deeply of our grace and forgiveness, that we 
may offer grace and forgiveness to others. We come to eat at your table, spread world-wide 
for all the peoples to share sustenance and friendship. Move us to work worldwide for all 
your children to know the fullness of life.  Be with Your people who are confronted with 
health and life challenges. Wrap your healing love ‘round Georgie Kyle, Jack Hillson, and 
others we are praying for. Strengthen us to keep one another safe in these times and provide 
what we need to live well. Amen.  

Blessing and Commissioning      Karen Jensen 

Go into the world with a daring and tender love.   Go forward equipped by the Spirit, 
ready to exercise your calling. Receive and share the blessings of being alive in this 
awesome Creation!  

https://novenanews.com/boff-humanitys-greatest-problem-lack-of-solidarity/, Brazilian eco 
theologian and liberation theologian Leonardo Boff 

https://novenanews.com/boff-humanitys-greatest-problem-lack-of-solidarity/

